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learning" and later the sentence-making stage. Pro-
nunciation is a matter of auditory perception coupled
with memory and requiring control of voluntary muscula-
ture.1

Defect in ability to use language for purposes of self-
expression is evidenced by poor vocabulary, wrong use of
words, and incoherent statements as well as by special
tests. The old notion that if one understood a fact or
had an idea he could readily express it, is not altogether
true. Sometimes one feels certain that there is an under-
standing, a comprehension, a thought, but that the ex-
pression of it is totally inadequate.

The term congenital word-deafness, referring to inability
to understand and use spoken language, is frequently
used, but few cases can be found in the literature. The
condition is not often met and we have never studied a
case in our own clinic.

Town2 presents the only thoroughly studied case
we find; that of a boy eight years old whose condition,
however, was probably not congenital, but dated as early
in life as the first week, when he had a serious illness ac-
companied by spasms which left him partially paralyzed
on the left side. The paralysis disappeared during in-
fancy. At sixteen months he contracted measles, which
was followed by chorea, and at three years an attack of

1 It is obvious that there may be extreme disabilities for language
dependent upon brain lesions or brain defects, just as there may be
cerebral'motor paralyses.    Cases of the type which Broadbent ("Cere-
bral Mechanism of Speech and Thought", Medico Chirurgical Trans-
actions, Volume 55, February,  1872) first reported,  where there was
word-blindness with motor aphasia, have not been dealt with in this
book.   In our clinic we have seen a number of instances where it was
plain that language disability was altogether disproportionate to the
general intelligence; for instance, a young boy totally unable to speak
very evidently understood directions given through signs.    Although
these are educational problems to some extent, they are so primarily
neurological that they seem not in place in this volume.

2 Town, Clara Harrison, "Congenital Aphasia."     The Psychological
Clinic, November, 1911.